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GREETINGS FROM SANTA FE RELOCATION SERVICES,

As the city is getting ready for TET, we thought we’d give you an insight to what
to expect and what it is all about.

Tet Bonus Tips _: If you have household helpers, it is expected at this time to pay
their salaries as well as a bonus. The bonus is determined by how long they have
been working for you and of course if you are happy with their services.
Generally speaking, if the employee has been working for you from more than
one year the bonus starts from one month’s salary up to the amount per your
decision, normally up to maximum 3 months (average 1 to 2 months). If the
employee has been working for you for under a year you would pro rate the
bonus. eg... if been working for 8 months you would give 2/3 of their monthly
salary. Before TET begins, you give them their salary and their bonus (bonus in
the lucky money envelope) and wish them a happy TET time with their families.

*
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What is “TET”

When Vietnamese talk about TET, they generally mean TET NGUYEN DAN,
which can be interpreted as “Feast of the First Morning” or “The Dawning Period”
of a new lunar year.

According to the Chinese Zodiac which consists of
12 animal signs, the Year of 2010 is the Year of a
Golden Tiger, which begins on February 14, 2010
and ends on February 2, 2011. This fearless and
fiery fighter is revered by the ancient Chinese as
the sign that wards off the three main disasters of
a household: fire, thieves and ghosts. On New
Year's day, itself, it is beneficial to celebrate, to be
happy, to have smiling faces, and to refrain from
scowling, quarreling, or criticizing anyone.

T tin the three Viethamese regions can be divided into three periods, known as
T t Nién (Before New Year's Eve), Giao Th a (New Year's Eve), and Tan Nién
(the New Year), representing the preparation before T t, the eve of T t, and the
days of and following T t, respectively. All of these customs are to celebrate T t
in Vietnam.

During this time most families begin to make or buy the traditional Banh Ch ng
(usually among North Vietnamese) or Banh Tét (usually among South
Vietnamese). The main ingredients for these cakes are the same: sticky rice,
green bean paste, and pork. Banh Ch ng is
shaped like a square box and wrapped in
“dong” leaves which make the cake skin
green. Banh Tét is shaped like a cylinder
wrapped in banana leaves which make the
cake greenish. Both are stewed in plain water
for hours.

In addition to these cakes and certain popular
— dishes such as stewed fish, pork pate,
pickled bok choy and spring onions, most
households stock red dyed melon seed, sweetened lotus seed, sweetened ginger
and squash stripes, etc... Red water melon is also very popular.




Favorite Tet cut flowers and potted plants consist of red or
pink peach blossom (Hoa ao, North), forsythia-like
blossom (Mai Vang, South), chrysanthemum and kumquat.

By the 30™ day of the 12™ month, it is expected that all
debtors have paid all monetary debts. And even if
financially stretched, one must/should send grandparents,
parents, immediate supervisors and helpful people Tet
presents which usually are things mentioned above.

By dinnertime on the 30", many households prepare feasts
for their deceased family members. Some people set up altars with food offerings
and say personal prayers at exactly midnight to honor and thank the God of
Heaven and the God of Earth for their blessings. Vietnamese families traditionally
have a tray of five fruits on their altar called "Ng Qu ", including Custard Apple,
Coconut, Papaya, Mango and Pineapple. Custard Apple, Coconut, Papaya and Mango
altogether makes to a meaning of “Praying for a sufficient life”, which is also a trait of
Vietnamese characteristic.

Common wishes for Tet :
-“Chac M ng N m M i” (Happy New Year) is mostly used on shop displays or in
very formal situations.

-S nglautr mtu i(Live long to 100 years): used by children for elders. An
khang thnh v  ng (Security, good health, and prosperity)

-V ns nh y(May a myriad of things go according to your will)
-S ckho d idao (Plenty of health)

- Cung h phat tai, from the Cantonese Gung hay fat choy (Congratulations and
be prosperous)

-Ti nvonh n ¢ (May money flow in like water): used informally

Caution : unless asked, do not set foot in anybody’s dwelling on the 1st day of
Tet. In a number of households, the father or sometimes the whole family is/are
the first visitor(s). Many people pick out a propitious time and direction to leave
their dwellings. Most shops, companies, etc... are very serious about picking the
most auspicious date and time to start their businesses.



What is “Lucky Money”

“Lucky money” is given by the older and superior, to the younger and
subordinate. Parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles, give lucky
money to children. People give money to their friends’ children,
teachers give lucky money to students, and Management gives lucky
money to employees. You might give lucky money to the people that
help you all year: your driver, gardener, guard or house hold helpers
etc.

Lucky money is given in little red envelopes that you can buy in bookstores or on
the street. It's not very much money, but for the children it is a lot and when many
people give lucky money it can add up to a lot! Lucky money is given during the
first few days of the new year, but a little before that and a little after is also
accepted. It is traditionally important to give new bank notes as well as it gives
the receiver more luck.

Being a guest during Tet

If you are invited to a Vietnamese family during Tet (your driver’s, housemaid’s,
friend’s, etc.), it’s actually not essential to bring any flower or gift as Western
tradition. However, lucky money to the children and Tet wishes to the family
members are welcomed and appreciated.

So for Tet there's a shopping frenzy of gift giving and family gatherings. Being a
foreigner to Vietnam, none of it is compulsory. You do what you feel comfortable
doing. Most of all enjoy the quiet streets around this time and keep an eye on
what shops and restaurants are open. We've researched some options and
information for you in Hanoi City as below.

Grocery shopping:

L’s Place will likely remain open throughout Tet
Veggies: close Feb 14™ and half day 15"
Nguyen Son Bakery — Phan Boi Chau St.: close Feb 14™ — 15"

Intimex — Le Thai To St: close Feb 14" — 16"
Metro: close Feb 13" — 15"

Citimart — Vincom close Feb 13" — 16™

Big C — close Feb 13" afternoon — 14™

Restaurants:
Most restaurants on Nha Tho St. remain open all through Tet:

- La Salsa
- Al Fresco’s



- Mediterraneo
- Moca cafe

La Verticale: close from Feb 13" - 16"
Luna d’Autonno: close from Feb 13" - 16"
Quan An Ngon: close from Feb 13" - 16™
India Palace: close from Feb 13" — 16"
Highway4 close Feb 13" — 16™

SegaFredo — Xuan Dieu: close half day on Feb 13" and all day on 14th

Spas:

QI will remain open throughout Tet / 27 Ly Thuong Kiet St., Hanoi — Tel: 3824

4703

Zen Spa close Feb 13" - 16™/ 310 Nghi Tam alley, Tay Ho - Tel : 37199889

Golf Courses
King Island Golf, Dong Mo, Son Tay, Hanoi remains open during Tet
Activities to do...

1. Flower Market
Feb 6™ — 13"™ at Hang Luoc Street and around Hang Dau Park

to buy Tet trees and flowers Au Co flower markets and along Nghi Tam

2. Lunar New Year's Eve Fireworks

at 5 different locations: 2 on Hoan Kiem lake, 1 Thong Nhat Park, 1 Ly
Tu Trong Flower Garden, 1 in Van Quan Lake starting from 12:00-

12:15 am Feb 14™.

3. Spring Festival:
At Museum of Ethnology Feb 19™ — 21°
Nguyen Van Huyen Road, Cau Giay District, Hanoi, Vietham

4. Tet Dinner:

All major hotels will have Tet special promotional meals and activities.



6. Tet circus performance. None
Circus will close from Feb 6™ until Feb 16™

7. Cinemas are open. Check their web pages for viewing times
(www.megastarmedia.net) (www.galaxycine.vn)
(www.lottecinemavn.com)

Santa Fe in the Community

John’s Hopkins Breast Cancer Research Fund - Santa Fe is also proud to be
a founding member of the Johns Hopkins Research Fund that supports research
and treatment of breast cancer. On a quarterly basis, Santa Fe contributes

US$10 to the fund for every international, domestic or office move it performs
regionally.

SANTA FE RELOCATION SERVICES
CHUC MUNG NAM MOI!



